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WHERE SELDOM IS HEARD AN ENCOURAGING WORD
“Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.” 1 Thessalonians 5:11

There’s one in every crowd. You know, that kid who just seems completely checked
out, permanently out-to-lunch. Not a bad kid, just doesn’t ever seem to “get it.” When I was
a teenager, helping with my mom’s children’s choir, that kid was... let’s call her “Jenny”; a
sweet girl, but lived in a little world of her own, a place where no one else was invited. My
mom would give a direction and Jenny’s hand would go up, and with an oblivious look on
her face, she would ask exactly the thing my mom had just told everyone. My mom was
kind and patient, but most of us would roll our eyes. Jenny!
Press the fast forward button... My mother’s memorial service. Many came forward to express how my
mom had touched their lives, but there was one that will stick in my memory forever. Jenny. Now in college, she
spoke of the profound impact my mom had made in her life. You could have knocked me over with a feather.
The point is, we have no clue how much power we wield as ministers to children. Kids are watchful and
observant, and even if we think they are not “all there,” they are picking up on things we are completely unaware
of. This is a sobering thought. We need to be constantly mindful that we are ambassadors of Jesus Christ,
and we are to be filled with the Holy Spirit, who is also called the “encourager.” Paul says in his first letter to the
Thessalonians, “And we urge you, brothers, admonish the idle, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak,
be patient with them all.” Admonish, encourage, help and be patient. Yikes! Convicting stuff.
The flip side of this is that my mom never knew the impact she had on Jenny’s life, as this was brought to
light after her passing. Wouldn’t it be great if people you have encouraged would come back and tell you so?
Preferably while you’re still around to be encouraged by it.
I recently saw my high school Youth Pastor at a local coffee shop. Now a senior pastor of a large congregation, he had been the first to teach me that Christ needed to be the center of my life. I felt compelled to tell him
what an impact his teaching had on my spiritual journey. He was genuinely touched and encouraged that I had
taken the time to tell him.
This came to mind over Easter weekend, while visiting a church we attended when my kids were little. My
daughter Kayla, now grown, was asking around to find her Sunday School teacher from 4th grade, who brought
God’s word to life in a way no one had done before, or has done since. I encouraged my daughter to pursue
this teacher who had encouraged her, as I knew it was by the Holy Spirit’s prompting. Everyone needs encouraging!
I believe the Holy Spirit uses us to encourage each other, and we need to be open and sensitive to His leading. Has someone made a spiritual impact on your life? Have you ever told them? Go do it!
Are you still here?
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