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SCATTERING LITTLE BITTY SEEDS
“A farmer went out to sow his seed...” Luke 8:5a
If you’ve been reading these Kronicles, you’ve probably guessed that I write a lot of scripts for Children’s
Church sketches and skits (don’t ask me the difference between sketches and skits... maybe Webster
knows). The one for Christmas was a doozy! We had two video segments, several lighting cues, a fire
extinguisher “special effect,” a major scene change, two music cues and 15 characters, including a small
ensemble to end with a touching rendition of “Silent Night.” All this packed into about 15 minutes.
The actors had worked hard and knew their lines. The little angel choir girls were dressed up and excited
to do their part. The stage crew were ready to go (including myself). It was going to be a “start-out-laughingand-end-with-a-tearjerker” moment.
Then the sketch started... My first clue that things were not going well was the sound of the fire extinguisher blast and then the
long commotion of coughing from our young audience. Then the first music cue, (the Beatles’ “Money”) didn’t play, so the actor
had to do a silly dance with no music. Soon the big finish came... I waited in anticipation of “Silent Night,” but instead... “Money...
that’s what I want.” It was supposed to be poignant, but it was pathetic. What a disaster!
I was so disappointed. We had many visiting kids that Sunday and I wanted it to be a touching, thought-provoking, deeply
spiritual moment. I sat down two days later to write my next script, but I felt like throwing in the towel. With irritation and self-pity I
whined to God, “Why do I bother? All my efforts are worthless!” But out of obedience to my calling (and to my employer) I looked
at the topic for the first Sunday of January: The parable of the sower... little bitty seeds...
In that moment, I felt the two-by-four across my noggin and God whispering, “Beloved, it’s not your job to make all this work.
That’s my job. You just keep scattering seeds.”
The script which was written within the next hour was arguably the best that’s ever come out of my computer. So good that
I’m confidant that I didn’t write it. God did. We did it last Sunday and it went off without a hitch. It was awesome!
Looking back at December, I can see it was a case of misplaced expectations. I know I’m not alone in this. Sometimes we
put ridiculous expectations on our own efforts, or on the tech crew, or on our kid’s choirs, or... insert your own stuff here. But Psalm
62:5 says: “My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expectation is from Him.” We can really get wrapped up in our own
idea of how things “should” be done for the Lord, but sometimes He has other plans in mind. We may never know why stuff doesn’t
work; maybe simply to keep us humble and fully relying on God. But as I’ve quoted before: plan like things depend on you, but
pray knowing things really depend on Him.
I can still be frustrated with the tech problems we had, and be moved to take steps to fix things. God gave us problem-solving
tools, like brains, hands... and computer software! But when it all comes down, we have to prayerfully submit EVERYTHING to
Him and know He is in control: “...in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.”
(Phillippians 4:6) And there’s that little phrase, “with thanksgiving,” that throws us all for a loop. Can that mean being thankful for
everything, even people who let you down, software that glitches, and props that have a mind of their own? Hmmm. Let’s get off
this... too convicting.
I don’t know what God has planned for the body of Christ this year, but I’m excited to be a part of it. He has big plans for every
one of us, as we seek to honor and glorify Him! Just remember: He knows every heart, He’s prepping the soil, He’s doing all the
behind-the-scenes stuff to which we are oblivious. We just need to do our part and pray for guidance, wisdom, and grace. So let’s
strap on those seed bags, grab two heaping hands full... Ready... set... sow!
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